
The Jones Act Waiver
Where America's fuel actually moved in the first 99 days



B A C K G R O U N D

The Jones Act and Its Costs
W H A T TH E  JON E S  A C T  R E QU I R E S

Any cargo shipped between two U.S. ports must travel on vessels that are U.S.-
built, U.S.-owned, U.S.-flagged, and U.S.-crewed. This applies to oil and petroleum 
products moving between U.S. ports — including to Hawaii, Alaska, Puerto Rico, 
and Guam.

W H Y  I T  I S  S O E XPE N S I VE

$240
M

U.S.-built tanker
vs. $51M abroad

4×
higher operating
costs vs. foreign

<60
Jones Act tankers

out of ~7,500 global
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P A D D  5

West Coast Receipts by Origin
+31%

above 2020-25 avg

Jones Act Waiver — first 99 days     Source: EIA shipping data vs. MARAD waiver filings 3



P A D D  5

West Coast Receipts by Product Type
+31%

above 2020-25 avg (actual)
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P A D D  5

Jet Fuel & Hydrocarbons SPK
29 yrs

waiver matched 29 years of Jones Act jet fuel 
movements
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P A D D  5

Gasoline Blend Stock & Alkylate
15×

2010–25 avg exceeded in 99 days
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P A D D  5

West Coast Receipts — Annualized Rate
4.8×

annualized waiver vs. 2020–25 avg
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P u e r t o  R i c o

Petroleum Exports by Product (Actual)
+57%

waiver gasoline vs. Jones Act avg
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P u e r t o  R i c o

Petroleum Exports by Product (Annualized)
82.9×

waiver propane pace vs. Jones Act avg
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W a i v e r  A c t i v i t y

Weekly & Monthly Movements
13.8/wk

May avg — steadiest full month
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F l e e t  C o m p a r i s o n

Jones Act vs. Waiver Vessel Age
8.8 yrs

age gap — JA fleet is 2× older
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Jones Act Waiver — first 99 days     Source: Financial Times, Oct. 11, 2017
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Jones Act Waiver — first 99 days     Source: Los Angeles Times, Oct. 24, 2024
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What the waiver has revealed
1 The West Coast got a historic surge of fuel it couldn’t access before

In 99 days, PADD 5 received nearly as much jet fuel by tanker as in the prior 29 years combined, plus over 4,500k bbls of gasoline 
blend stock — a product nearly absent from Jones Act tanker movements since 2011.

2 Puerto Rico got gasoline and propane that Jones Act tankers rarely delivered
Gasoline ran at 8.4× the Jones Act average; propane at 82.9×. The waiver moved more propane to Puerto Rico in 99 days than in the 
entire 2020–25 period combined.

3 Waiver activity accelerated month over month, with no sign of saturation
March averaged 2.5 movements/week; May hit 13.8/week. The waiver fleet — averaging 8.8 years old vs. 17.6 for Jones Act tankers — 
ran circles around the domestic fleet it replaced.

4 The data points back to the law itself
The regions and products that surged most under the waiver are exactly those the Jones Act normally suppresses. The waiver didn’t 
create new demand — it revealed demand the law had been blocking.


