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Global Impact of CO, Emissions
from New U.S. Light-Duty Vehicles

~379 million tonnes/year
(1% of world CO: over the next 20 yrs)

The contribution of all new U.S. fossil fuel
light-duty vehicles on average over 20 yrs
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Global Impact of CO, Emissions from New U.S. Light-Duty Vehicles

(2026-2045) 4
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Note: LDVs consist of passenger cars and light trucks. Global CO2 projections data from EIA IEO-2023 (Reference case). Methodology and assumptions can be found in the report.
Source: Batt Odgerel, EPRINC, data from EPA, BTS, FHWA, EIA, Junk Car Medics, California Energy Commission.
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EPRINC Study: US New LDVs to Account for 1% of Global Energy-Related 1
CO2 Emissions Over the Next 20 Years

* Under Section 202(a) of the Clean Air Act, the Endangerment Finding (EF) established the legal foundation for
the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) regulation of greenhouse-gas (GHG) emissions from new motor
vehicles and engines. In July 2025, EPA proposed rescinding the EF. A central point of contention is the role of
new vehicles in contributing to global climate change.

* The most significant effect of repeal would be on light-duty vehicle (LDV) standards. LDVs account for 87% of
all miles traveled and 94% of the U.S. motor-vehicle fleet. A new Energy Policy Research study estimates that
CO2 emissions from new LDVs in the U.S. will represent just 0.83% to 1.09% of global energy-related CO2
emissions over the next 20 years. Put differently, roughly one in every hundred tonnes of global CO2 would come
from newly sold LDVs in the U.S.

* The lower bound assumes flat LDV sales combined with slower EV adoption (an annual growth of 2%) in the
U.S., and the upper bound rising LDV sales (2%) and faster EV adoption (8%). A forthcoming EPRINC paper will
provide the full methodology and assumptions, including fuel economy improvements.

» This slide deck 1s available at: https://eprinc.org/chart-of-the-week/

* For more information about this analysis, please contact Batt Odgerel (batto@eprinc.org) or Lou Pugliaresi
(loup@eprinc.org).
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